RxHome Voter Guide:
Quick Facts
This year’s election will be unlike any other in New York City history. The implementation of ranked choice
voting — in tandem with the impact of the pandemic on our city’s civic fabric, the massive turnover in city
government leadership due to term limits, and the uncharacteristically large field of candidates vying for
mayor — creates an unprecedented opportunity for civic engagement to spur long-term change.
Even with more than 8.4 million people in New York City, each voter’s voice matters. In 2013 — the last
mayoral election year without an incumbent — only 22% of registered Democratic voters (fewer than
700,000 people) participated in the primary election. De Blasio won that primary election with just over
282,000 votes, meaning that approximately 1% of New Yorkers voted for our current city leadership.
The pandemic has raised the stakes even higher. This past year has revealed just how many New Yorkers
are on the brink of homelessness and the racial disparities among those facing housing instability. The dual
health and economic crises — both of which disproportionately impact Black and Latino families — only
exacerbated the existing homelessness crisis. In the wake of the pandemic, New York is dealing with not
only a public health crisis, but also a looming avalanche of evictions along with record unemployment and
growing income inequality. However, the recovery provides an opportunity for swift change. The New
York City mayor has the power to take sweeping action without approval from other government bodies
and can immediately redesign the city’s homeless service system by putting permanent housing ahead of
temporary shelter.
New Yorkers have a real opportunity to help move our neighbors experiencing homelessness off the
streets, out of shelters and into stable homes for good. By voting in the upcoming primary and general
elections, New Yorkers can choose who will make the investments that create a healthier, safer, more
equitable and just city — where everyone has a place to call home. Our city has the ability to end
homelessness and voting can make it happen.
RxHome created a voter guide to give New Yorkers the tools and information they need to determine a
mayoral candidate’s commitment to ending homelessness. This Quick Facts summary includes a brief
overview of each candidate’s positions. Please see the full voter guide for background information
about the city’s existing broken homeless service system, more information about RxHome and the full
responses from candidates to RxHome’s mayoral candidate questionnaire. RxHome created this guide
using the full unedited responses to a candidate questionnaire. For candidates who did not respond to
the candidate questionnaire, RxHome used information from the candidate’s campaign websites and
public forums.

What Voters Think

Homelessness touches all New Yorkers, and a recent poll by Change Research shows that
the majority of New Yorkers know someone who has faced homelessness at some point in
their lives. 86% of New York City voters say addressing homelessness should be a top or
very important priority for the next mayor and 81% would be more likely to support a
candidate who makes homelessness a top priority. RxHome’s voter guide is designed to help
New Yorkers, who are eager for their next mayor to prioritize ending and preventing
homelessness, to understand how each candidate plans to approach this issue.
Here are Some Examples of what New Yorkers are Saying

Tiffany Griffin, mother of 7 - Jamaica, Queens
Homelessness needs to be looked at instead of looked
by, as a parent who has experienced housing instability
there has been many times that I was left feeling less
than because of my housing situation. I want to use my
vote to elect the next Mayor who will hear the issues
surrounding homelessness and address them.

Ashley Rivera - Staten Island, New York
This pandemic revealed that homelessness and
housing insecurity has many faces and spans across
races, genders, and income levels. This is the perfect
time to have a conversation about who homelessness
affects and what solutions need to be made to end it.

Caneese Betenace, College Student - Harlem,
New York
Homelessness is unidentifiable, even the homeless get
a vote that can impact us everyone has rights!

Carol Nadell Van Deusen - Manhattan, New York
People need a home. When all the mayoral candidates
are talking about shelter - I want to talk about homes.

Candidate Positions at a Glance

RxHome created eight badges to highlight the specific policies or issue priorities held by multiple (at least
two) candidates, based on their responses to our questionnaire or their website and public statements, for
candidates who did not respond to RxHome’s candidate questionnaire. Each badge represents a distilled
concept pertaining to housing and homelessness policy. The next two pages offer a matrix of the badge
allocations for each candidate, and definitions for each of the badges.
01

Summary of Candidates by Badge Allocation

The presence of a badge does not represent an endorsement of a candidate or imply positive or negative connotations. The badges
highlight places of alignment across candidates’ platforms. More detail on the badge definitions are on the next page.
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Badges Explained
RxHome created eight badges to highlight the specific policies or issue priorities held by multiple (at least
two) candidates throughout their responses to our questionnaire and in public statements. The badges each
represent a distilled concept around housing and homelessness policy. The presence of a badge does not
represent an endorsement of a candidate or imply positive or negative connotations. We use the badges to
simply highlight places of alignment across candidates’ platforms.

Strategies & Values
Housing

Housing is

Measurable goals

first

health care

using shared data
Measurable Goals Using
Shared Data

Housing is
Health Care

Housing First
A candidate commits to a true housing
first model across the homeless response
system. We include this badge only if a
candidate defines housing first and
applies the principles across responses.
We do not include this badge if the
candidate only said the words “housing
first” at some point in their response.

A candidate identifies explicit,
quantifiable goals around ending
and preventing homelessness and
commits to transparent datasharing so that the general public
—along with city agencies and
nonprofit organizations— can
hold the city accountable.

A candidate recognizes
that homelessness is a
public health crisis and
commits to including
the health sector in
solving homelessness.

Leadership Structure
Centralized
leadership managing

Include people
with lived
experience with
homelessness in
leadership

housing &
homelessness

Centralized Leadership Managing
Housing & Homelessness
A candidate commits to centralized
leadership within City Hall across all
agencies that touch housing and
homelessness.

Include People with Lived
Experience in Leadership
A candidate commits to including
people with lived experiences with
homelessness in its leadership and
decision-making around homelessness
and housing policy.

Policies & Procedures
Increase
flexibility

Expand capacity of
safe havens
(low-barrier shelters)

of city housing
vouchers
Increase Flexibility of City
Housing Vouchers
A candidate commits to increasing
the flexibility of the CityFHEPS
program (the city’s rental assistance
voucher) by raising the maximum rent
levels and/or expanding eligibility to
the program (i.e. availability in the
community, elimination of 90-day
stay minimum, available to all shelter
systems).

Increase housing

for extremely low
income New Yorkers

Expand Capacity of Safe Havens Increase Housing for Extremely
(Low-Barrier Shelters)
Low-Income Households
A candidate commits to the
expansion of safe havens, a type of
low-barrier shelter that has fewer
traditional barriers, such as sobriety
and curfew restrictions.

A candidate plans to expand
the supply of deeply affordable
housing for extremely lowincome New Yorkers
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About RxHome
We can end homelessness in New York City. RxHome (pronounced prescription home) is a nonprofit
organization devoted to building the public demand and political will to end homelessness in New York
City. RxHome was born out of the experiences of former public servants who understand the importance
of home and that housing stability and the health of our communities are inextricably linked. By seizing the
unique moment created by the unprecedented number of open seat municipal elections this year, RxHome
is educating candidates and voters about proven policy, mayoral executive and budgetary power and the
systemic inequity exacerbated by COVID. In doing so, RxHome will build accountability and provide the
next mayor with the tools to immediately redesign the city’s homeless service system by putting
permanent housing ahead of temporary shelter.
We believe that homelessness is a big and complex problem—but that it is not too big or complex to be
solved. New York City can build systems that continually eliminate it, and ensure everyone has a place to
call home and can live with dignity. A system that ends homelessness should be rooted in housing justice
and make tangible progress towards providing and maintaining stable, affordable housing for all New
Yorkers. This begins with a thoughtful redesign of government structures and responsibilities, as well as a
more targeted and efficient intake system that streamlines prevention resources and rehousing services.
Please see our policy platform on our website.
RxHome is committed to acting as a resource for our fellow New Yorkers. Please join one of RxHome’s
weekly public workshops to learn more about homelessness in New York City and discuss solutions to our
city’s homelessness crisis.
The upcoming New York City election will determine our city’s and its residents' future. New Yorkers have
the rare opportunity to demonstrate to our newly elected leaders—and more importantly, to our neighbors
experiencing homelessness—that this is an issue we care about deeply and will prioritize on Election Day.
Our city has the ability to end homelessness and your vote can make it happen.

RxHome workshop participants holding up key
figures about homelessness in NYC. April 29, 2021
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